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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Theresa Graham DeVore for her
many accomplishments as a constituent in the
10th congressional district of New York.

Ms. DeVore was born on June 7, 1945.
From an early age growing up in the Bedford
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, NY, she de-
veloped a strong concern for her community.
As a teenager she witnessed children, adults,
and seniors who lost many opportunities for
advancement because of a lack of information.

Ms. DeVore began her career as a nursing
assistant in the Brooklyn Veteran’s Administra-
tion Hospital, and was later promoted to clerk.
It was during this work experience that she
developed administrative skills. She was later
reassigned and promoted to Supervisor of
Medical Records in the Bronx Veteran’s Med-
ical Center. She received special recognition
and monetary awards for implementing the
first rotating file unit in the Bronx.

Ms. DeVore is committed to doing all that
she can through mentoring, support, and shar-
ing with children, adults, and especially sen-
iors the importance of education, and how to
fulfill their purpose. She provides them with
the skills, knowledge, and direction that con-
tribute to their growth and development. In ad-
dition to giving support, she respectfully chal-
lenges them to be accountable for choices
and decisions that affect their lives. She is lov-
ingly known in the community as “Momma
Tee.”

Ms. DeVore’s professional experience in-
cludes: CEO and founder of Covenant of Faith
Outreach, Inc (faith-based community initia-
tive) which has been in operation for 10 years,
issuing referrals and resources to those in
need of housing, and information on health
issues that affect our community. Covenant of
Faith Outreach continues to award scholar-
ships to students who are entering college for
the first time and she conducts workshops on
topics such as: “The Awareness of Single,
Dating, & Marriage”, “Mastering the Mysteries
of Love”, Grieving, Self-Esteem, tutoring and
much more.

Ms. DeVore volunteers as a Chaplain with
the United Chaplain International Worldwide
Outreach, Inc. She is a member of The Na-
tional Council of Negro Women; The Unity
Democratic Club; The Women’s Federation for
World Peace; American Clergy Leadership
Conference; and the Global Peace Founda-
tion. Presently, she is completing her studies,
and will graduate with a Master's of Divinity
degree in 2012.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Ms.
Theresa DeVore for her resounding dedication
to faith-based initiatives in the 10th congres-
sional district of New York.
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OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Ronald Haddad, Chief of Po-
lice in Dearborn, Michigan, for being named a
Public Official of the Year by Governing Maga-
zine. As a resident of Dearborn, | can say that
Chief Haddad is very deserving of this honor.
His commitment to the safety of the residents
of Dearborn and his emphasis on community
policing is admirable and worthy of all of our
praise.

Chief Haddad is the first Arab-American po-
lice chief in the State of Michigan, and he is
an excellent liaison with Dearborn’s large
Arab-American community. The reforms he re-
cently spearheaded have turned the Dearborn
Police Department into a model law enforce-
ment agency which other cities have sought to
replicate. Specifically, the BRIDGES program,
which entails regular meetings between lead-
ers of the Arab-American community and gov-
ernment officials, has done much to promote
trust and understanding in Dearborn, as well
as Southeastern Michigan as a whole. Due to
the good efforts and hard work of Chief
Haddad and the entire Dearborn Police De-
partment, Michigan’s 15th Congressional Dis-
trict is a better place to live and work.

We all owe Chief Haddad an enormous debt
of gratitude for his leadership and contribu-
tions to our society. Governing Magazine was
very wise in choosing Chief Haddad as one of
their honorees. | wish him all the best of luck
in the future, and | am proud to represent
Chief Ronald Haddad in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

———

IN HONOR OF ARMY SPECIALIST
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Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. ROSS of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor an exceptional soldier and a
true American hero who died in service to this
great country. On November 1, 2011, U.S.
Army Specialist Sarina N. Butcher was killed
at the age of 19 years old in Paktia Province,
Afghanistan, in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. According to initial reports, Spe-
cialist Butcher died of injuries sustained when
an improvised explosive device detonated
near her military vehicle.

Specialist Butcher was born in Crossett, Ar-
kansas, and spent many of her childhood
years in southern Arkansas, where much of
her family still lives today. Specialist Butcher
eventually moved to Oklahoma, where she
graduated high school and eventually joined
the Oklahoma National Guard. At the time of
her death, she was assigned to F Company,
700th Brigade Support Battalion, 45th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, Army National Guard,
based in Tulsa, Okla.

We now know that Specialist Butcher was
the first female and youngest Oklahoma Na-
tional Guard soldier killed since the wars in
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Iraq & Afghanistan began, but she will be re-
membered for much more than that. She will
be remembered as an outstanding soldier. In
fact, soon after her death, Private First Class
Butcher was posthumously promoted to Spe-
cialist Butcher. She also earned a National
Defense Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
Oklahoma Good Conduct Medal, Bronze Star
and Purple Heart all at the age of 19.

Specialist Butcher will also be remembered
as a loving daughter, a loving mother to her
beautiful 2-year-old daughter, Zoey, and a
good friend to all who knew her. She leaves
behind an incredible void that will be impos-
sible to fill. My thoughts and prayers are with
her daughter; her mother, Dana; her father,
James; and, with all of her friends and family
during this very difficult time.

Last Sunday would have been Specialist
Butcher's 20th birthday. It's hard when we
lose any soldier in war, but it's especially hard
when we lose such a young soldier. However,
Specialist Butcher's too short of a life leaves
behind a legacy longer than she could have
ever lived. Her legacy of valor, distinction, pa-
triotism and bravery will be remembered for
years to come and will be told to her daughter
as she grows up.

Specialist Butcher was honored and laid to
rest on Veterans Day and | had the privilege
to speak at her funeral service. Her story and
her sacrifice are startling reminders of what
our men and women in uniform risk when they
serve this country.

Today, | ask all Members of Congress to
join me as we honor the life and legacy of
Army Specialist Sarina Butcher, as well as
each man and woman in our Armed Forces,
and all of those in harm’s way supporting their
efforts, who give the ultimate sacrifice in serv-
ice to this great country. We owe them our
eternal gratitude.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Bernice A. Brown, a native New
Yorker with a passion for helping others
through community building.

Ms. Brown was born on October 22, 1921 in
Brooklyn, NY to Alice and George Wyche, and
was the second to eleven other siblings. She
was a 1940 graduate of Girls High School and
soon went on to marry her husband of 49
years Charles Brown.

For 20 years Ms. Brown served as an ac-
countant in payroll and retired in 1984. Her
true passion and efforts were geared towards
the community and her church, joining many
organizations and church affiliated clubs. Ms.
Brown was a member of Berean Church for
30 years, serving as Treasurer of Berean Fed-
eral Union for 18 years, Trustee for 15 years,
and being part of Usher Boards.

Ms. Brown’s community involvement has
been the focus of her career, being affiliated
with the Decatur Street Block Association and
the Unity Democratic Club. At the Decatur
Street Block Association Ms. Brown served as
the President for four years, Financial Sec-
retary for eight years, and Treasurer for 10
years. Ms. Brown has also been a member of
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